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OCTOBER MEETING 

www.CSIPhoenix.org 

CSI Building Knowledge,  
Improving Project Delivery 

Copper in Architectural Applications 
October 16, 2014 

  
The meeting will include information regarding copper as it is used in building  
construction with a focus on exterior architectural applications including the physical 
properties of copper, basic design concepts, copper alloy applications, energy  
efficiency and the newest application for healthcare and beyond, antimicrobial copper 
touch surfaces.  The program illustrates the topics by showing old and new built  
projects typically located in the US. 

 
Speaker Bio:  H. Wayne Seale, AIA, NCARB, a resident of Renton, 
WA, was a Project Manager for the Copper Development Association 
(CDA) specializing in architectural and plumbing applications.  He is 
an architect registered in New York State and holds a Master of  
Architecture degree from Virginia Polytechnic Institute & State  
University along with a BA in Business Management from Minot State 
University.    
 
Mr. Seale was employed by CDA for over 16 years where he served 
as a technical resource in the application of copper and copper alloys 
on and in buildings.  He retired from CDA in January 2014.  While at 

CDA he taught architects how to design, detail and specify copper systems and  
contractors how to install copper in architectural and plumbing applications.  The  
teaching occurred through various means including lectures, telephone design  
assistance and face to face installation training programs.   
 
Prior to CDA, Mr. Seale functioned as Director, New Business Development and  
Director, Marketing for The Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) in Alexandria 
Virginia and prior to CSI, he practiced architecture in various locations throughout the 
US designing, producing and managing projects ranging from residential to commercial 
to healthcare facilities.  Mr. Seale now functions as a consultant to the building industry 
and is currently conducting seminars for the Copper Development Association. 
 
Cost      Where 
Members:  Free     DoubleTree Suites 
Non-Members:  $25    320 N. 44th St., Phoenix, AZ 
 

Time 

4:30-5:30 pm Registration / Networking 

5:30-6:00 pm Introductions/ Chapter Business 

6:00-6:45 pm Dinner / Presentation 

6:45-7:00 pm Closing remarks 

Reservations can be made by online at:  
 

http://tinyurl.com/CSIPhoenixOctober2014  
 

OR  
 

Louise Rehse at 602-258-7499 or Louise@TheReferenceLibrary.com   

http://www.csiphoenix.org/
http://tinyurl.com/CSIPhoenixOctober2014
mailto:Louise@thereferencelibrary.com


By:  T.J. Valdez, CSI , The Twenty-One Tech Company, Inc. 
 

Once again, the Phoenix Chapter of CSI has lived 
up to its reputation of excellence. Well, actually, 
twice again. We have just returned from the  
annual CSI National Convention where our  
Phoenix Chapter was formally awarded the  
Outstanding Chapter Commendation Award for 
both FY2013 and FY2014! Because of the  
recent change of the convention from spring to  
fall (the end of our fiscal year to the beginning), 
the Institute had still been giving awards for the 
fiscal year ending 15 months previous at each 
convention. This year was the catch up year with 
awards being given for FY13 and FY14. Out of the 
approximately 145 chapters nationwide, the Phoenix Chapter was one of only 23 chapters in the country to earn 
this award for both years, and of those 23, one of only nine to have reached Silver Level (having earned this 
award more than ten times in a chapter’s history)! Please be sure to congratulate Angie France and Brian 
McClure, our chapter presidents during those years. Congratulations to them and to their board members, 
chairs, and committee members who all helped the chapter earn these prestigious awards! 
 
And the truth is we should all be proud of this accomplishment. But that wasn’t even the best part… 
 
It is with a tremendous amount of pride that I announce that our own Paul Simonsen was elevated to the status 
of “Distinguished Member.” I cannot emphasize this point enough: This is the HIGHEST HONOR that CSI  
bestows upon one of their members. Since CSI’s founding in 1948, only 46 of its members have ever earned 
this distinction. There are more than 13,000 current members of CSI. Less than ten of them are Distinguished 
Members.  Paul, along with Alana Sunness Griffith from the Minneapolis-St. Paul Chapter, who also became a 
Distinguished Member this year, made numbers 7 and 8. I believe it well worth printing CSI’s description of what 
a Distinguished Member is as well as their brief description of how Paul earned this honor: 
 
Distinguished Membership is considered to be the most prestigious honor of the Institute. It is conferred on  
individuals who have performed distinguished services to the construction industry in fields of activity related to 
the purposes of CSI. 

 
Paul W. Simonsen, RA, FCSI, Distinguished Member, CCS, CCCA, is recognized for his 
exemplary work as a teacher in CSI who continually enlightens, supports, leads, mentors, 
and cheers on those around him; and his time, thought, energy, and efforts to grow  
CSI’s Education and Certification Programs and technical documents.  
 
I made sure to include a picture of Paul. If you see him at a chapter meeting (or at Starbucks, 
the grocery store, or really anywhere at all) please be sure to go up to him and congratulate 
him. This is a very big deal. The chapter will be honoring Paul on Saturday October 25th. 
More details will come soon, but please, save the date! 
 

Now that we have all returned from Charm City to the Valley of the Sun, it is time to look at what we have on the 
horizon. Personally, my firm is among a coalition of companies in the concrete industry that has been working 
on a new educational expo. Our inaugural Southwest Decorative Concrete Expo will be held on October 17, 
here in Phoenix. We will have a series of AIA accredited presentations as well as a rotating schedule of  
hands-on contractor training sessions and a handful of decorative concrete exhibits. I’d like to personally 
invite you to attend. You’ll be able to find more information at www.swdcexpo.com. 
 
Lastly, I’d like to thank all of our new volunteers for stepping up to the plate. As I mention in my “Call for  
Continued Change” (later in this newsletter), I’m asking a lot of the committee chairs this year. I sincerely  
appreciate all of you who have chosen to contribute and to help this chapter continue to achieve excellence. 
 
Allons-y! 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

http://www.swdcexpo.com


 

CALL FOR CONTINUED CHANGE 

By:  T.J. Valdez, CSI, The Twenty-One Tech Company, Inc. 
 

A quick Google search on quotes about change will surely turn up a plethora of  
proclamations. The Churchill quote to the right,  is one of my personal favorites. If you 
were fortunate enough to join us at our awards dinner in June, you’ll know that I had 
that one engraved on a plaque for our outgoing president, Brian McClure. As I said that 
night, Brian came into his presidency and realized that to do something only because  
“it had always been done this way” was not the way to run an organization. He truly  
embraced President Kennedy’s observation on change and so began an inside-out 
transformation of the chapter starting with the job descriptions of each of the committee 
chairs and board members. He empowered each of us in leadership positions with clear 
direction and  
expectations. I want to thank Brian for his service to our chapter and for having the vision and foresight to know 
that the chapter must “change often.” 
 
Brian’s mission of change will not end with his term as president. He has inspired me to continue to improve the 
chapter, to not be satisfied with the status quo. When  
considering what goals I wanted to accomplish for the chapter during my tenure as president, I realized the great 
resources we have and how seldom they’re utilized. Despite being hit hard by the recession, we still boast one 
of the largest memberships of any chapter in the Southwest Region. Yet, only a fraction of those members are 
actively involved in the chapter’s activities. Those are untapped resources! 
 
We have five CSI fellows in our chapter (one of which is a Distinguished Member!) that are based right here in 
Arizona. Sure, we ask some of them to teach a class or two each year, but many of them are ready, willing, and 
able to do more. Untapped resources! 

 
We have you. You know more about your business than anyone else. You have 
talents and experiences that are completely unique among our membership. 
But when was the last time you attended a committee meeting? Untapped  
resources! 
 
To paraphrase a quote from President Kennedy, we will not only ask what you 
can do for your chapter, though. We also want you to know what your chapter 
is doing for you! We have fantastic educational programs every year, some free 
of charge, and yet when was the last time you attended one? Untapped  
resources! 
 

So with all of this in mind, I will now articulate my goals for the upcoming year. I hope to give more to and get 
more from our membership. As far as “giving” is concerned, we already have a host of benefits that hopefully we 
outlined well to you during our first chapter meeting. I’d like to ensure that everyone knows how to take advan-
tage of these. Additionally, we’re  
planning on starting happy hour/networking/spec writing classes aimed  
giving tips to emerging spec writers, product reps, and seasoned veterans that could use a refresher (and some 
refreshments). 
 
As far as “getting” is concerned, it’s my hope that by the end of the year, we’ll have seen some new faces step 
out of the crowd and emerge as future leaders of our chapter and as current contributors.  Just talk to any of the 
committee chairs and they’ll tell you that I’m asking a lot from them this year, all in an 
effort to bring each of you the best possible CSI experience. They’re going to need 
some help. I encourage you to step up and give them a little of your time. The benefit 
will more than justify it. 
 
Thank you, all. I’m very excited for this year and for what it promises to bring. I think 
Bob Dylan hit the nail on the head with his observation about change. If Churchill is 
to be believed, and I believe he is, that should be good news for us all. 

 “Change is the law  

of life. And those who  

look  only to the past or 

present are certain to  

miss the future.” 

“To improve is to 

change, so to be  

perfect is to have 

changed often.” 
..Winston Churchill 

“The times they  

are a-changin’” 
...Bob Dylan 



By:  Richard Vullo, CSI, CDT , Hafele Americas 

 
On Saturday, November 1 all CSI members  
and acquaintances are invited to come to the 
community gardens at Indian School and Central 
to help landscape a small area around the house 
on the property called Shade. The house is the 
result of collaboration between Arizona State  
University and The University of New Mexico. 
They designed and built the house for Solar  
Decathlon 2013 competition, which took place  
in Irvine, CA on October 3-13, 2013.  Philip  
Horton is the Faculty Associate at ASU who  
administered the project last year. Phil will be on 
hand November 1 and can tell us about the 
house they built while we are there, so we get to  
engage with the community while we consider 
new building ideas!  
 
The property where the house is located is an  
otherwise vacant lot under management of the 
Phoenix Renews initiative. Vacant lots occupy 
43% of the total land in Phoenix. Phoenix  
Renews employs temporary uses for these lots 
that will beautify the city while promoting  
sustainability and a sense of community.   
Phoenix Renews is administered by Keep  
Phoenix Beautiful. Keep Phoenix Beautiful is an affiliate of Keep America Beautiful and a non-profit 501 (c) 3 
organization (formerly known as Phoenix Clean and Beautiful). Since 1982 this organization has promoted the 
preservation and protection of our environment here in Phoenix. With the help of thousands of volunteers  
annually and financial support from the City of Phoenix Public Works Department and many corporate partners, 
Keep Phoenix Beautiful dedicates its efforts to recycling initiatives and education, litter reduction, beautification, 
and community improvement activities.  
 
Besides the event on November 1, there are volunteer activities the 2nd Saturday of each month with Phoenix 
Renews. CSI has been asked if we can help build some bridges over a ditch at the gardens. To that end we 
have begun plans to engage ASU students in a bridge building competition. The people at Phoenix Renews 
would like to have bridges by the end of 2014 because they anticipate visitors coming to the garden in January 
during the Super Bowl, but they are dependent on volunteers and donations, so if you are interested in helping 
out, please let us know. 
 
Shade 
Phoenix Renews  
Keep Phoenix Beautiful 
Contact for Bridge Competition Email:  rvullo@hafeleamericas.com 

 

PHXRENEWS 2
nd 

ANNIVERSARY VOLUNTEER EVENT 

IMAGINE YOUR AD HERE 
 

Or… your competitors.  The choice is yours. 
 

Contact:  Tim Garver   Tim.Garver@DunnEdwards.com 

http://www.asunm.org/about/shade/
http://phxrenews.org/
http://www.keepphxbeautiful.org/
mailto:rvullo@hafeleamericas.com


October 1st—Cool Spaces Viewing Party 
October 3rd—Arizona Kids Building Committee Meeting 
October 6th—SAC Chapter Meeting 
October 7th—Phoenix Metro Board of Directors & SAP Board of Directors 
October 8th—Cool Spaces Viewing Party 
October 10th—Scottsdale Section 
October 14th—AIA10 
October 22nd—Advocacy Committee 

 

AIA ARIZONA OCTOBER CALENDAR 

www.AIA-Arizona.org 

by:  Merrilou Peek, CSI, CDT, PPG Architectural Coatings  

 
In a 1984 study by Robert Ulrich, it was confirmed that the significance of landscape views led to quicker  
recovery and less required pain medication.  In a later 1999 study, published by Parsons / Hartig in 2000, he 
found that prolonged encounters with nature images actually reduced stress in three to five minutes. 
 
Biomimicry is a great word and concept,  according to the  “Functional Color for Healthcare” Continuing  
Education presentation,   … it examines our natural world and follows this lead by ‘mimicking’ these delightful 
designs. There is a wisdom in nature that cannot be denied. It touches us at our core. It teaches us organization, 
structure and movement that we can build into our healthcare environments.” 
 
We seem to relate to a soft meadow, or a babbling brook on a personal level.  While each of us has our own  
experience which defines our own “protected place”,  most people refer to a natural setting as one where they 
would prefer to be  to reduce their stress levels as well.  Think about your own experience, and where your mind 
takes you when you think of a calm and relaxing place. 
 
Taken in part from the website: www.FunctionalColor.com (a site dedicated to evidence based design, and the exploration of color in the 
healthcare and education facility). 

 

THE COLOR CORNER 

 

UPCOMING EDUCATION EVENTS 

   
October 16th— Designers Code Academy 
 
November 21st— Community Engagement 
 
January 23rd— Facility Tour 
 
March 19th and 20th—CCCA Prep 
 
April 10th— Let’s Get Dirty at Sherwin Williams 

http://www.AIA-Arizona.org


 

CSI AWARDS PHOENIX CHAPTER,  
PAUL SIMONSEN, WITH DISTINGUISHED MEMBERSHIP  

By:  Ronald L. Geren, FCSI, AIA, CCS, CCCA, SCIP, RLGA Technical Services  

 
Distinguished Membership, along with Honorary Membership for non-CSI 
members, according to the CSI Honors and Awards Guide, are “considered 
to be the most prestigious honors of the Institute.” Since the first time it was 
conferred on a member in 1954, there have only been 44 members to be 
honored with that distinction…until now. 
 
At Construct 2014 in Baltimore, the Institute added two new members to  
that list and one of those is our own Phoenix Chapter member, Paul W.  
Simonsen, FCSI Distinguished Member, CCS, CCCA, NCARB, LEED AP. 
 
Paul was nominated by the Phoenix Chapter and the Institute Board during 
its June Board meeting voted to award Distinguished Membership. 
 
Paul’s 35 years as a CSI member includes 56 awards at the chapter,  
region, and Institute levels; developing CSI’s Certified Construction Contract 
Administrator (CCCA) program; teaching numerous seminars for the CDT, 
CCCA, and CCS examinations; teaching sessions at the CSI Academies; 
writing the Construction Contract Administration Practice Guide as the  
primary author; and, co-authoring portions of the former CSI Manual of  
Practice and other Practice Guides. 
 
The award was presented to Paul by Immediate Past President, Casey Robb, at the Opening General Session 
at Construct.  The award consists of a gold medal with green and white striped ribbon, a crystal, framed citation, 
and a silver lapel pin. 
 
There will be an “Evening with Paul Simonsen” at the Hotel Palomar in Downtown Phoenix near CityScape on 
Saturday, October 25th.  More information about the event, including times, will be forthcoming.  So, put the 
date on your calendar and come celebrate and honor Paul’s significant contributions to the Phoenix Chapter,  
the Southwest Region, and the Institute. 
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T H E   T R A D E S H O W . 
 

over 95 new products—interior and exterior 
brought to you by The Reference Library 

(in conjunction with the AIA State Conference) 
602.258.7499   www.thereferencelibrary.com    

L i g h t i n g  f i x t u r e s  
L i g h t i n g  c o n t r o l s  

M e t a l  R o o f i n g  
F o a m  R o o f i n g   

A r c h i t e c t u r e  
& 

D e s i g n 

 

T H E  T R A D E S H O W .     
Thursday, October 23, 2014  

Noon to 5:00pm 
 Sheraton Phoenix Downtown 
 340 North 3rd Street, Phoenix, AZ 
 Food, drinks, door prizes, raffles, free 



 

LARGE FORMAT TILE 

By Dale Roberts CSI, CCPR, Custom Building Products 

 
What is Large Format Tile (LFT)? How big is big? What is a porcelain panel 
or reduced thickness porcelain tile or a slim tile? 
 
Up until 2011 the Tile Council of North America (TCNA) handbook defined 
LFT as 8” x 8” and greater. I quote from the 2010 TCNA handbook (this 
was when the handbook was the thickness of a small magazine instead  
of today the same thickness as my IBC code book!) under the topic of 
Bonding Large-format Tile for Coverage and Support. Large tiles are  
generally considered to be 8” x 8” and greater. Now even back in the day 
when I was still setting tile, we did not consider an 8” x 8” tile a LFT;  
anything greater than a 12” x 12” maybe started qualifying for LFT.   
Today’s definition is that a tile with any edge longer than 15” is considered 
a large format tile. 
 
Technology keeps moving forward and we are in another transition period for tile. Tile manufacturers are making 
very thin, very large (5’ x 10’ x 3mm thick) porcelain panels (at this time we are looking for a name besides  
panels). Super-size tile, mega thin tile, thin porcelain slab, large thin porcelain tile. If we call it a panel it may  
fall into another trade’s scope of work, instead of the tile subcontractor. In 2013 this first showed up in the TCNA 
handbook under additional products used in tile installation, reduced thickness porcelain tiles. We are working 
on a standard for this material under ANSI A137.3. There is still a lot of testing and standards to work out  
besides what to call this material itself. 
 

In general you are going to need a contractor who has specialized 
tools for these 5’ x 10’ tiles. Special handling equipment to move the 
porcelain slabs, specialized racks with suction cups, specialized  
cutters for this thin material (measure twice and cut once, a mistake 
could cost $500.00 instead of $2.00 or $3.00 apiece), diamond bit 
drills for holes, and special fork lifts (extra-long) at the job to unload 
the material without bending or breaking the tile. He is also going to 
have to train his labor to work together to install one piece of tile. It 
may take two to four people to properly prep the area, spread the 
mortar on the substrate and back butter the tile before the mortar 
skins over. A mortar with extended open time is highly  
recommended. Specialized training is needed to lift this piece of  
tile into place without breaking or bending the tile. Proper bedding  
of the tile into the adhesive / mortar is crucial. 
 

This tile has been very popular for remodels. Do you have area (clear space) to bring this large of a piece of tile 
into the building, up an elevator and into a small bathroom? Do you have clear pathways for a dolly or several 
people carrying a 10’ piece of material. 
 
The advantage of this material is its thinness. It will add very little weight to the installation. A typical piece of tile 

weighs around 4 lbs. per square foot ft. The thin 3mm tile typically weighs 1.5 lbs. per sf. It can be installed tile 

over tile without the need to demo the existing installation. Of course the original installation should be sound, 

clean and dry. A multi-use bonding primer MBP may be used with the recommendation of the adhesive  

manufacture. For walls a lite weight non-sag mortar with extended open time and for floors a complete  

contact mortar with extended open time is advisable. It is highly recommended that you work with your favorite 

adhesive manufacturer for specific adhesive recommendations for this type of installation. 

Regarding exterior code, these panels typically exceed the allowable size for adhered veneer finish types in the 

2012 IBC code. Several exterior projects have been successfully installed on the exterior of many buildings in 

the southwest. You may need to get approval from the authorities that have jurisdiction. (AHJ) 

Thin Panel 

Back Buttering 



 
 
 

October 16th meeting 
 

http://tinyurl.com/CSIPhoenixOctober2014  
  
 

The most important points to bring up during your 
 pre-installation meetings are that a super flat substrate 
is a must, obtain as close to 100% mortar coverage  
between the tile and substrate (this is more than just 
back buttering the tile) by allowing the air to escape and 
getting full contact between the mortar, substrate and 
tile, comb the mortar perpendicular to the long edge of 
the tile, all the ridges in the mortar should collapse 
allowing air to escape and full contact to develop  
between the materials. Discuss with the manufacturer 
(and follow TCNA EJ-171) of the tile on where to place 
the expansion joints. According to TCNA EJ-171, on  
exterior installations there should be a soft joint every  
8’ – 10’. So do you put an expansion joint at every grout 
joint because the tile is 3’ x 10’? And make sure to detail 
or clean out mortar from the grout joint to allow for  
maximum depth of the grout into the joint.  A leveling 
system is a must to prevent lippage. And check with the 
manufacturer for approval for floor and exterior freeze 
thaw conditions and recommendations. You will also 
want to make sure and check with the slab manufacturer to see if this slab is rated for your assembly, especially 
point loading of the tile. Will it hold to the expected traffic and usage? Typically thinner is going to equal lower 
breaking strength. Are you recommending or requiring an underlayment? Will this change or lower the point load 
breaking strength? 
 
With these new challenges to the industry it is more important than ever to have a trusted manufacturer rep to 

help discuss the challenges and go over your options. If you are still just listing standards in your specifications 

you are going to have a failure sooner than later. Consult both the setting material manufacturer and tile  

manufacturer and follow their recommendations to the letter for your specific project. 

Installation 

http://tinyurl.com/CSIPhoenixOctober2014


Submitted by Tim Garver, CDT, CSI, LEED AP, MPI ACT, MPI ACS – Dunn-Edwards Paints 

Craftsmanship and quality are important, and achieving them is easier than you think.  Use these tips to add 
those extra touches to your painting project.  
 
Protecting shrubs and plants  
Use drop cloths instead of plastic (polyethylene) sheeting to protect shrubs and plants. The sun can heat the air 
underneath the sheeting and cause serious harm to shrubs and plants. Drape shrubs and plants just prior to 
painting and remove drapes as soon as possible. This will lessen damage to the foliage.  
 
Selecting the right sandpaper  
When sanding between coats of paint, the grit of the sandpaper is important. Coarse sandpaper (i.e., #80 grit or 
less) will likely scratch the surface, and the scratch marks may show through the next coat of paint, especially if 
a glossy finish is used. On the other hand, if grit is too fine, the sandpaper will plug up. A grit like #120 is just 
right for sanding between coats of paint. A No-Fil sandpaper with an aluminum oxide grain that resists loading is 
highly recommended. 
 
Feathering edges when sanding to improve appearance and durability 
Scraping is the most common and effective method to remove loose paint from various surfaces. Coarse  
sandpapers (e.g., #80 grit) are also effective. However, it is critical to "feather" or smooth out any rough spots. 
Other times you are sanding between two coats of paint. In either case, you should not be able to feel any  
difference in the surface profile if you pass your fingers over the sanded areas. If done well, you should not be 
able to see the sanded areas when new paint is applied. With properly feathered edges, there is less risk that 
any loose paint will reappear soon after painting.   
 
Improving the appearance of caulking jobs  
Almost every paint job will require some degree of caulking work. More importantly, the quality of the caulking 
job can affect the appearance of the overall paint job. An ideal way to apply caulking so that it looks smooth is to 
keep your fingers wet. For example, imagine 
you are caulking newly installed chair rails. 
First, make sure you have a small bucket of 
water and a rag handy. Next, apply a bead 
of caulking. Immediately after the caulking is 
applied, get your middle or index finger wet 
and, ever so lightly, pass it right over the 
bead of caulking. By doing so, the water 
from your finger will smooth out the  
caulking. If done properly, no lines caused 
by the caulking should be visible when  
paint is applied. Be careful! Do not use  
too much water or mistakenly remove any 
caulking, because this may cause the  
caulking to crack.  
 
Painting a sharp, clean stripe 
Have you ever looked closely at a painted 
stripe and noticed that paint seeped under 
the masking tape? This makes the stripe 
look sloppy. To prevent this from occurring, 
paint the stripe using the original wall color 
first. This fills any gaps that exist underneath 
the tape with the wall color. Then paint the 
actual stripe color. Before the stripe  
completely dries, remove the tape. Slowly 
pull it away from the stripe. The result is a sharp, clean-looking stripe. 

 

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING TIPS 



 

CONTACT:  
  

TIM GARVER 
 tim.garver@dunnedwards.com 

Back-rolling to improve look and performance  
A first coat applied by airless spray, followed immediately by back-rolling, is a common professional technique. 
The spray application gets the paint onto the surface quickly and back-rolling spreads it out evenly and works it 
into the surface. This provides an even application of the paint and helps ensure good bonding of the paint to 
the surface. At the same time, touch-up on the rolled surface is less likely to be noticeable. Back-rolling (or back-
brushing) also helps to force the paint into hairline cracks typical of many wood or stucco exteriors, thereby im-
proving durability. 
 
Painting dark paneling  
Dark wood paneling can be painted as long as you prepare the surface properly. At a minimum, you'll have to 
wash and rinse the paneling. A light sanding is advisable to remove the shine. A stain-blocking primer should be 
used to guard against the possibility of discoloration from the paneling bleeding through the finish coat.  
 
Painting over vinyl wallcovering 
Use caution when applying an oil-based paint over vinyl wallcovering. Plasticizers in the vinyl can cause drying 
problems with oil-based paints. If an oil-based finish is desired, a latex primer must first be used.  
 
Avoid using aluminum paint on handrails 
Aluminum paints that make use of leafing-type aluminum pigments should not be used on high contact areas, 
such as doors, windows and handrails. The aluminum pigment tends to rub off upon abrasion and will end up on 
the skin or clothing.  
 

Happy painting… 

 
 
 

October 16th meeting  
 
 

Click on graphic to Register NOW! 

mailto:tim.garver@dunnedwards.com
http://tinyurl.com/CSIPhoenixOctober2014


Call for Sponsors    2014 Imagination Cube

AIA + CSI

Past Sponsors:
Hallmark Building
Supplies, Inc. - 2013

Arcadia Inc. - 2012

Magnum 
Companies - 2011

Pinta Acoustic - 2010

BEMO USA - 2009

Hunter 
Douglas - 2008

Technical Glass 
Products - 2007

Arizona Masonry 
Guild - 2006

The Value of your Sponsorship

As a proud sponsor of the 2014 Imagination Cube you can enjoy the 
benefits and opportunities while expanding your architectural network 
and becoming a valuable resource to the Arizona design community.

Each year a selected building product/manufacturer along with AIA 
Arizona and Phoenix Chapter Construction Specifications sponsors the 
Imagination Cube in conjunction with the AIA Arizona Design Awards 
Gala which will be held at the Hotel Valley Ho, November 15, 2014.

The Imagination Cube award recognizes imaginative investigation and 
creative design that explore the potential of a building product(s).

In addition to the Trophy Award and Certificate, the winner will receive 
a 3 - night trip for two to a destination with hotel and airfare included 
with travel stipend. The destination is determined, based on the selected 
sponsor.

It is important to our architectural community that we encourage, support 
and celebrate the creation of dynamic design opportunities. While 
stimulating new ideas, supporting our diversed economic base. The 
Imagination Cube Award encourages exciting new products and services 
to our architectural community.

If you would like to be recognized by your architectural community as the 
product/manufacturer sponsor for the 2014 Imagination Cube. Please feel 
free to contact Ken Martinek, kmartinek@arcadiainc.com, 602.734.5327, 
or Ben Perrone, ben@hollystreetstudio.com, 602.258.8555

“Participating twice over the last 15 years as the “I” Cube sponsor continues 
to provide Arcadia the opportunity to stay connected to the architectural 
community. Our sponsorship has also been a way to help us understand 
some of the issues our architectural clients are dealing with currently.”

-Ken Martinek, Arcadia, Inc.



The chapter website is optimized for viewing on your phone or tablet in addition to the great view on your  
desktop monitor. 
 

 Member Roster – You can search the roster by 
CSI format number, company name or member 
name to find resources. 

 Event Calendar – You can register for events or 
view event details. 

 Newsletter – You can read the newsletter. 
 Blog – You can read posts from the chapter blog. 

 
Be sure to turn your phone to the landscape or long  
view. There’s only so small even a mobile site can  
go!  Reading in the portrait or tall view will require  
more scrolling. 

 

CSIPHOENIX.ORG IS MOBILE OPTIMIZED! 

The meeting is conducted by the Arizona Building Officials (AZBO). The committee’s task over the next few 
months is to review the 2015 “I” Codes to propose to the organization any probable code sections that may  
warrant change due to clarity and/or stay in compliance with State Statues. Code changes based on clarity or 
errors will be submitted and presented at the national level in January 2015.  
 
The meetings are free and lunch is provided by Stantec, however, the meetings are limited to 20 people.  
Any questions and RSVPs can be directed to Bert Stone at (602) 707-4603 or Bert.Stone@Stantec.com  
 

Dates        Time 
Oct 16th       11:00 am to 2:00 pm 
Nov 20th 
Dec 18th 
 
Location       Cost 
Stantec       No Cost 
8211 South 48th Street, Room 100      
Phoenix AZ 85044-5355     
  
Lunch will be provided by Stantec. 

 

ARIZONA BUILDING OFFICIALS -  CODE CHANGE MEETINGS 

 
 
When was the last time you updated your CSI profile information for the Chapter 
Roster?   

1. Update basic information on the national database.  Click here to start updat-
ing. 

2. Email changes to:  CSI Division #, CSI Mediam Scope # and keywords (up to 5 
words) to Pamela@YourComputerLady.com for the chapter database.   

 

UPDATE YOUR CSI PROFILE INFORMATION 

tel:%28602%29%20707-4603
mailto:Bert.Stone@Stantec.com
http://csinet.org/Login.aspx?TP=%2fFunctional-Menu-Category%2fMy-CSI
mailto:Pamela@YourComputerLady.com


You Won’t Believe What Happened!  
 

In "Absolute nonsense ", I talked about the lack of precision used in daily 
 conversation, and the need for precision in construction documents. Nothing so 
serious this time; in fact, I'm not going to say much about construction  
documents, except for an interesting penalty paid by Lowe's to five California 
counties. Instead, I'm going to have a little fun and talk about some of my  
favorite social media peeves. 
 
There are so many links from so many sources that it can be difficult to decide 
which to follow. In an effort to entice readers to follow the links, thereby  
increasing their value to advertisers, many updates and social media posts  
use headlines designed to suck you in. For me, these clever headlines are a  
red flag, but apparently they work.  
 
Does anyone really believe headlines or links with phrases like "what happens next will shock you", "this will 
blow you away", "you won't believe what happens next", "this will make you cry", "she never expected…",  
"left me stunned", "changes everything", "will never be the same", "jaw-dropping", "profound", "epic", or " 
mind blowing"? My experience has been that the article, video, or whatever rarely justifies the sensationalized  
headline.  
 
Similar are the e-mails with too-good- or too-bad-to-be-true claims, and just about anything related to politics. 
There's something about them - the format, the writing, perhaps the astounding claims -  that raises the red flag, 
sets off the alarm, pegs the BS meter, and sends me immediately to Snopes . And nearly every time, it turns out 
the e-mail is a fabrication. The thing I don't understand is why people would do that sort of thing, when there are 
so many truly amazing things to talk about. 
 
And then there are the ways words are used and misused. As noted in "Absolute nonsense", we have a great 
many words that allow us to communicate specific ideas with shades of meaning. I realize ours is a living  
language, changing continually to accommodate new concepts, new activities, and new products, but it's hard  
to accept casually-made changes, which often are driven by lack of understanding or careless use. Some of  
my favorites:  
 
 Literally has been incorrectly used so often that it has been accepted to mean figuratively or virtually. 
 A large increase is not necessarily exponential.  
 Until recently, a business that went out of business was closed. Now it's shuttered. 
 I have respect for curators, who spent a lot of time and do a great deal of research to reach their special  

positions. Today, anyone who chooses a few of the multitude of tweets or links is said to curate them.  
 Why is it necessary to start a statement with "Honestly…" or "To be honest…"? Does that mean I can't  

believe anything else you say?  
 In most cases, "use" should be used instead of "utilize".  
 Needless redundancies and padding, such as "each and every", "every single one", and "any way, shape,  

or form".  
 Why is every change now "disruptive"? Disruptive does not mean clever, innovative, or beneficial; "dis-" is  

a negative prefix. Why is it that disruptive changes are seen as positive, and so many companies want to be 
known as disruptive ? There is such a thing as "disruptive innovation ", but many things described as such 
are not; some are more accurately described as "sustaining innovation."  

 "Price point" also has a specific meaning, but every time I have heard it used, it meant simply "price". 
 

How important is correct use of words and terms? In casual use, not much; we are remarkably adept at inter-
preting new uses of old words. As noted in "Absolute nonsense", we must use words correctly in contract docu-
ments to avoid misunderstanding. 
 

 

SHELDON WOLFE 



Click on Graphic to Like Us on Facebook 

Precision also is required in informal documents if those documents imply terms of a contract. Michael Chusid, 
a building product consultant, blogged about an interesting legal decision, in which Lowe's was required to  
correct "false, misleading, deceptive or inaccurate product descriptions." Even though Lowe's used common 
industry terms, often repeating manufacturers' information, the settlement required Lowe's to pay nearly  
$1.5 million. 
 
What horrible transgression did Lowe's commit? They were selling 2x4s without stating the actual dimensions. 
Apparently, the issue wasn't raised by consumers, who seem to be able to cope with nominal dimensions;  
instead, the suit was brought by the local weights and measures department. I wonder what will happen when 
they discover the fact that wood changes dimension. And where does the money go? Not to the consumers 
who supposedly were harmed, but into the government coffers. 
 
Isn't that just mind-blowing? 
 
 
 
© 2014, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC 
Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://swspecificthoughts.blogspot.com/.  
  
1 "Absolute nonsense" http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/2013/05/absolute-nonsense.html 
2 Snopes. http://www.snopes.com/ 
3 "Let's All Stop Saying 'Disrupt' This Instant. http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2014/06/lets-all-stop-saying-disrupt.html 
4 Disruptive innovation. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disruptive_innovation 
5 Michael Chusid's blog, http://www.buildingproduct.guru/ 
6 "California Municipality Declares War on Lowe's"  
http://www.fool.com/investing/general/2014/09/18/lowes-hit-over-the-head-with-a-2x4.aspx 

CSI Building Knowledge,  
Improving Project Delivery 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/CSI-Phoenix-Chapter/102178899922932?fref=ts
http://swspecificthoughts.blogspot.com/
http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/2013/05/absolute-nonsense.html
http://www.snopes.com/
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2014/06/lets-all-stop-saying-disrupt.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disruptive_innovation
http://www.buildingproduct.guru/
http://www.fool.com/investing/general/2014/09/18/lowes-hit-over-the-head-with-a-2x4.aspx


RLGA
Technical Services

Professional Education Services
Continuing Education for the A/E/C Professional

The building code gets more complicated 

with each new edition. And, as it gets more 

complicated, the potential liability upon the 

design professional increases.

This seminar was developed with the design 

professional in mind. Understanding the 

building code and applying its provisions as 

a building's design develops, will minimize 

costly changes at design completion and 

during construction.

The Designers Code Academy: Building 

Code Application During Design seminar 

walks the design professional along a step-

by-step process of applying the 

requirements of the International Building 

Code at each phase of the design: 

Schematic Design, Design Development, 

and Construction Documents. Additionally, 

this seminar will cover how to apply the 

International Existing Building Code when 

existing buildings undergo alteration, repair, 

addition, and change of occupancy.

6.5 LU/HSW

Date and Time

Thursday, October 16, 2014

8:00 AM – 4:30 PM (MST)

Location

The Reference Library

99 E. Virginia Ave. #140

Phoenix, Arizona 85004

602-258-7499

Cost

$275 per attendee*

*Get $25 off each registration for 

groups of 3 or more people

8:00 AM - 8:30 AM
Registration & Continental Breakfast 

(Provided)

8:30 AM - 10:15 AM
Code Basics

Step-by-Step Process: Schematic Design

10:15 AM - 10:30 AM Morning Break (Refreshments Provided)

10:30 AM - 12:15 PM

Step-by-Step Process: Schematic Design

(Continued)

Step-by-Step Process: Design Development

12:15 PM - 12:45 PM Lunch (Provided)

12:45 PM - 2:30 PM

Step-by-Step Process: Design Development 

(Continued)

Step-by-Step Process: Construction 

Documents

2:30 PM - 2:45 PM Afternoon Break (Refreshments Provided)

2:45 PM - 4:30 PM
Existing Buildings

Submittal Documents

Agenda

RLGA Technical Services LLC     |      5902 E. Grandview Rd.      |      Scottsdale, Arizona  85254      |      P:  602.569.9645 |      info@specsandcodes.com |      www.specsandcodes.com

Instructor:

Ronald L. Geren
AIA, CSI, CCS, CCCA, SCIP

Owner/Principal

RLGA Technical Services

Building code and specifications 

consultant

Click here for more info.

Click Here to Register Now!
(Last day to register is 10/15/14)

Sponsored by:

mailto:info@specsandcodes.com
http://www.specsandcodes.com/
http://www.specsandcodes.com/AboutRLGA.htm
https://www.regonline.com/Designers_Code_Academy_2014copy_1617563
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OCTOBER 01 
Parex, Chuck Bliss, 623-680-7680 
1 AIA LU with HSW and .1 IDCEC CEU 
“Designing with Durable, Abuse Resistant Finishes” 

This course reviews the fundamentals of high-performance, abuse-
resistant acrylic finishes and their use in today’s built environment. Key 
topics include: important material performance considerations, design 
methods for abuse and impact resistant wall systems, how acrylic 
finishes contribute to healthy indoor environments and sustainable 
design, codes and testing requirements, and key advantages of acrylic 
finishes, including job site and overall project considerations.    

 
OCTOBER 08 
DoorKing Inc, Jac Whitmire, 480-388-1519 
1 AIA LU with HSW 
“Automated Vehicular Gate Design for Safety Standard 
Compliance” 
 
The purpose of this course is to train design professionals on safety 
related design and installation methods for automated vehicular gates to 
insure that their designs are in compliance with current UL325 Standard 
for Safety and ASTM F2200 Standard Specifications and the IBC, IFC, 
IRC and IPMC.  

OCTOBER 15 
DIRTT, Krista Wishmeier, 602-628-5246  
1 AIA LU (HSW) and IDCEC and IIDA CEU credits 
“Integrated Modular Design and Construction” 
 
Interior modular construction has evolved dramatically from the days of 
“tall furniture” with poor aesthetics, acoustics and limited adaptability. 
This course explores integrated modular design and construction, and 
recent advances in technology that make it possible to integrate several 
modular systems at once. Learn more about this next generation of 
building construction and how it integrates with other building software 
and processes. 

OCTOBER 22
Hoover Treated Wood, Dave Bueche, 706-755-6857 
1 AIA LU with HSW 
“Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood and the International Building 
Code” 
  
Objectives: 
-Understanding what is FRTW 
-Why it is allowed in noncombustible construction 
-What products are available 
-Hot to identify FRTW and product labeling 
-Uses allowed in the building code and insurance recognition 

OCTOBER 29 
Lencore - Sound Masking, Dan Lynn, 480-684-4400 
1 AIA LU with HSW, .1 CEU IDCEC credit  
“How to Identify, Select & Specify the Right Sound Masking System” 
 
This course will include sound masking history, industry standards, differences between sound masking systems, levels of privacy and how to meet 
the industry standards.   

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING SEMINARS:                               Phoenix 
 O 10/01   Parex O Call and remind me at   

 O 10/08   DoorKing, Inc.          O Call and remind me at   

 O 10/15   DIRTT O Call and remind me at   

 O 10/22   Hoover Treated Wood O Call and remind me at   

 O 10/29   Lencore O Call and remind me at   

 
NAME(S) 

   
PHONE 

  

COMPANY           
   

EMAIL 
  

RSVP TO The Reference Library, 602-258-7499, jill@thereferencelibrary.com, louise@thereferencelibrary.com, fax:  602-297-6613 
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OCTOBER 09 (bring your computers) 
Western Block, Canan D’Avela, 602-721-6849     
1 AIA LU with HSW 
 
“Code-Compliant, Cost-Effective Thermal Masonry.  A Hands-
on Workshop” 
 
We will discuss: 
-Model Building Code Energy Basis; Phoenix & elsewhere 
-ASHRAE 90.1 Energy Standard Basis 
-COMCHECK software Basics into a masonry-based simulated 
building 
-Authority having Jurisdiction (AHJ) code Basis and Confirmation 
-Masonry & Utilizing Thermal Mass Advantages 
-Selection of the insulation system 
-Designing with and without thermal bridging 
-Control  of air filtration 
 

 
OCTOBER 30 
Phoenix Brick, Chris King, 602-258-7158 
1 AIA LU with HSW 
 
“Brick Aesthetics” 
 
Participants will explore the characteristics and options that 
clay brick has to offer.  They will gain insight on the many 
ways in which brick is aesthetically pleasing and design 
friendly.  They will also acquire the ability to design shapes, 
specify finishes and exposed face shells, how to use 
shapes to control water shading and penetration, and how 
to interact with manufacturing to make the finished good. 

 
 

 
PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING SEMINARS:                               Tempe 
 
 o 10/09  Western Block    O Call and remind me at   

 o 10/30  Phoenix  Brick         O Call and remind me at   

 
NAME(S)              _____________________________ 

 
 

 
  

COMPANY           
    

PHONE 
  

 
 
RSVP TO THE REFERENCE LIBRARY – Fax 602-297-6613   Phone 602-258-7499 
 
                                                                    Email   jill@thereferencelibrary.com    or    louise@thereferencelibrary.com 
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OCTOBER 16, Hafele, Richard Vullo, 480-236-5693 
 
1 AIA LU with HSW and 0.1 hour IDCEC credit 
 
“Universal Design: An Update” 
 
 During this presentation participants can expect to review: 

 Using Universal Design Principles as a filter for all design 
 Housing and design trends 
 Case studies 
 Applying lessons learned to projects 
 New concepts/products/marketing from multiple manufacturers 

 
Application areas include: 
 Special concentration on Kitchen & Baths, Residential, Healthcare, and Hospitality  

  
 
 

 
 
PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING SEMINARS:                           Scottsdale
 
 o 10/16     Hafele         o Call and remind me at   

            

 
 
 
NAME(S) 

    

  

     

COMPANY           
   

PHONE 
  

 
 
RSVP TO THE REFERENCE LIBRARY – Fax 602-297-6613   Phone 602-258-7499 
 
                                                                    Email   jill@thereferencelibrary.com    or    louise@thereferencelibrary.com 
 
 



 

OFFICERS 2014-2015 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 2014-2015 

Certification  
John Campbell 
Marlene Imirzian & Associates Arch. 
480-399-1805 
JohnRCampbell@cox.net 
 
Professional Development 
Richard Vullo 
Hafele America 
800-423-3531 ext. 5310 
RVullo@hafeleamericas.com  
 
Technical  
Brian McClure 
Stantec 
602-707-4799 
Brian.McClure@Stantec.com 
 
Jim Daniels 
ATAS International, Inc. 
480-558-7210  
JDaniels@Atas.com  
 
 

Academic Programs 
Vacant  

Awards  
Mark Yarish 
The Orcutt Winslow Partnership 
602-257-1764 
Yarish.M@OWP.com 

Programs  
Jeff Cox 
HKS, Inc. 
480-688-7919 
JCox@HKSInc.com 
 
Kenn Lockhart Scholarship  
Foundation 
Brian McClure 
Stantec 
602-707-4799 
Brian.McClure@Stantec.com 

President  
T.J. Valdez 
The Twenty-One Tech Company, Inc. 
480-226-5809 
TJV@Twenty1Tec.com 

President Elect 
Eduardo Galindo 
Ed Galindo Architect 
480-751-8780 
GalindoEd@outlook.com 

1st Vice President 
Bobbi Jo Huskey 
480-421-8186 
BobbiJoHuskey@msn.com 

2nd Vice President 
John Campbell 
Marlene Imirzian & Associates Architects 
480-399-1805 
JohnRCampbell@cox.net  

Secretary 
Mark Yarish 
The Orcutt Winslow Partnership 
602-257-1764 
Yarish.M@OWP.com 

Treasurer 
Teri Hand 
Tnemec/Southwest Coating Consultants 
602-418-1268 
THand@Tnemec.com 
  
Director (through 2015) 
Jim Daniels                                Gary Campbell  
ATAS International, Inc.             ASSA ABLOY    . 
480-558-7210                            480-688-7919 
JDaniels@Atas.com                  GCampbell@assaabloydss.com    

Director (through 2016) 
Kelly Gray              Dennis Keane 
DLR Group              Stego Industries 
602-381-.8580              480-459-5749 
KGray@DLRGroup.com            DennisKeane@StegoIndustries.com 
 
Past President 
Brian McClure 
Stantec 
602-707-4799  
Brian.McClure@Stantec.com  

Media Communications 
Tim Garver 
Dunn-Edwards 
602-714-7280 
Tim.Garver@DunnEdwards.com 

Fundraising  
Jeremy Gustafson 
Arcadia Inc. 
602-734-5330 
JGustafson@ArcadiaInc.com 

Membership  
Merrilou Peek 
PPG Architectural Coatings 
602-377-4002 
Merrilou.peek@PPGcom 
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