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MEETING DETAILS 

Time 
5:00 to 8:00 pm 

Cost 
Members:  Free 
Non-Members:  $50 

Where 
The Palette 
at the Phoenix Art Museum 
1625 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 

 

ANNUAL AWARDS BANQUET  
JUNE 11, 2015 

Please join us for an evening of celebration!  President TJ 
Valdez will be recognizing outstanding volunteers from the 
past year and turning the gavel over to Eduardo Galindo 
and the incoming officers.  

 Note 
All Phoenix Art Museum exhibits are open from 10:00 am 
to 5:00 pm.  You may visit on your own if you would like to 
see the galleries before the banquet. 

 Where 
Palette, at the Phoenix Art Museum 
1625 N. Central Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 

  

Reservations can be made online  
OR contacting Louise Rehse at 602-258-7499 or 
Louise@TheReferenceLibrary.com   
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
TJ Valdez, CSI   The Twenty-One Tech Company 

 

.LOOKING BACK, BUT MOVING FORWARD 

I hate to be cliché, but as this is the last of my letters as president of the chapter, I will briefly reflect on the 

year past as well as let you know what is on the horizon for the year ahead. It was a great honor being se-

lected to and serving in this position. It was not as easy as I had hoped, but nor was it as difficult as I had 

feared (I am fairly certain I had at least one dream about accidentally burning down out chapter offices, 

even though we do not actually have a physical office location). 

Not all of my goals were met, but I do feel like I have been put in a position to continue working towards 

them. The specification classes in particular are of great importance to me. In my role as Past President I 

plan on spearheading this program and making it a reality. I was also proud of our CSI Awareness Day. Alt-

hough we received some negative feedback, we also received plenty of positive. That tells me that it was 

somewhat successful and that there is room for improvement to make it even more so. It is my hope that 

the board and chairs continue that program in one form or another.  

As for next year, it brings me great comfort to know that we will have an excellent leader at the helm. Ed 

Galindo has already shown his dedication towards the chapter and his motivation for bettering the chapter 

through continued change. I am excited to see the Med/Ed conference that he has begun planning as well 

as everything else that this coming year will bring. 

Thank you all for trusting me with this position, and thank you, especially, to Ed who will be carrying on 

from here. Good luck, sir. You will do great! 

UPDATED 
CHAPTER POLICY 

HANDBOOK 

An updated handbook was ap-

proved at the April board meet-

ing.  You can read or download 

your copy from the Documents 

& Forms Page of the chapter 

website.  

Read it here! 

 

TJ Valdez at the Golf Tournament 
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http://csiphoenix.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/Phoenix-Chapter-CSI-Policy-Handbook-ADOPTED-021215.pdf
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KENN LOCKHARDT FOUNDATION / CSI PHOENIX CHAPTER  
GOLF TOURNAMENT 



OFFICERS FOR 2015—2016 

On April 9, 2015, the following members were voted into office: 

President      Eduardo Galindo 

President-elect    Bobbi Jo Huskey 

1st Vice President   John Campbell 

2nd Vice President   Jim Daniels 

Treasurer      Teri Hand 

Secretary      Mark Yarish 

Director (through 2016)  Kelly Gray 

Director (through 2016)  Dennis Keane 

Director (through 2017)  Gary Campbell 

Director (through 2017)  Jeff Cox 
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Building Knowledge Improving  

Project Delivery 



WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE  

BETWEEN DRAWINGS AND SPECIFICATIONS? 
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Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC  

 
We all know what specifications and drawings are. Or do we?  

In casual conversation, it's not unusual to hear someone say "the specs" or "the specifications" when 
referring to the project manual. Similarly, it's common for people to say "the drawings" when referring 
to, well, the drawings. In either case, it's almost certain that everyone's mental images are of docu-
ments in two sizes: 8‑1/2 by 11, and 30 by 42, or some other large size.  

What's wrong with that? Nothing - except that paper 
size has nothing to do with what's on the paper. Yet 
because of the way we have printed documents for 
decades, we suffer from a common preconception. I'm 
as guilty as anyone; I often have used the acronym 
SPDNORUTT - small paper documents no one reads 
until they're in trouble - when referring to the project 
manual. Again, what's wrong with that? Aren't specifi-
cations printed on small pages, and drawings on  
large sheets?  

In short, no. What the information is has nothing to do 
with paper size. It's true that, until recently, what we call specifications typically has been printed on 
small paper, and what we call drawings typically has been printed on large paper, but even then the dis-
tinction was artificial. Let's look at what AIA has to say about the matter.  

The A201 (and similar documents) defines the specifications as "that portion of the Contract Documents 
consisting of the written requirements for materials, equipment, systems, standards and workmanship 
for the Work, and performance of related services." Note there is no mention of where those require-
ments occur, or what size paper they're printed on. Drawings are defined as "the graphic and pictorial 
portions of the Contract Documents showing the design, location and dimensions of the Work, generally 
including plans, elevations, sections, details, schedules and diagrams." Again, there is no mention of 
where those things appear, or what the size of the paper is.  

Even when the A201 used the term "project manual" there was nothing that prohibited specifications 
from appearing on large paper, or drawings from appearing on small paper. The project manual was 
defined as "a volume ... which may include the bidding requirements, sample forms, Conditions of the 
Contract and Specifications." (My emphasis.) Again, there is nothing that says specifications can't ap-
pear on large paper.  

By definition, drawing notes that describe materials, equipment, systems, standards, or workmanship 
are specifications. And, though far less common, graphic images that appear on small paper are draw-
ings.  

Since 1911, the A201 and its predecessors have flirted with what I have called the "single document" 
concept. "The Contract Documents are complementary, and what is required by one shall be as binding 
as if required by all." Together with the definitions of specifications and drawings, it can be argued that 
the "instruments of service" are a single document that just happens to be printed on paper of more 
than one size. The coming of BIM, which can store information of many types without regard to printing 
format, pushes us past the convenient but artificial separation of information, and actualizes the com-
plementary nature of construction documents.  



This may seem a strange way of looking at our documents, but it's easy to show that it's nothing new. It's common, at 
least in this neck of the woods, to have structural engineers put specifications for concrete, masonry, and steel on 
drawings (large paper). Mechanical and electrical drawings (large paper) also frequently include specifications. If you 
think about the definition, many of the notes that appear on drawings (large paper) are, indeed, specifications, as 
they specify "requirements for materials, equipment, systems, standards and workmanship for the Work, and perfor-
mance of related services." Furthermore, because it is permissible to include graphic images in specifications (small 
paper), drawings can be part of what is commonly referred to as "specifications." 

Of course, it is convenient to have simple terms for the small and large paper used for construction documents, even 
if those terms ignore their own definitions. In fact, even though the building model obviates the need to rely on any 
given size paper, our continued reliance on printed output means it's not likely the situation will change.  

It's interesting that the AIA Commentary for the A201 states "The term Drawings does not imply representations only 
in paper format [but] are also found in addenda, change orders, construction change directives, minor changes in the 
work, other modifications in the work, or in responses to the contractor's requests for information" but does not ex-
pand "Specifications" at all. Even though it should be obvious, these definitions reinforce the need to ensure con-
sistency between the notes that appear on drawings (large paper) and requirements stated in specifications (small 
paper).  

If it's text, and it says something about materials, equipment, systems, standards, workmanship, or performance of 
related services, it's a specification no matter where it appears.  

© 2015, Sheldon Wolfe, RA, FCSI, CCS, CCCA, CSC 

Agree? Disagree? Leave your comments at http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/ 
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WOLFE ARTICLE cont’d 

http://swconstructivethoughts.blogspot.com/


 

REGISTER 

NOW 

First, after Fifteen Years of Regional conferences; the Phoenix Chapter was awarded the much coveted 

Arcadia Cup (unofficially, the ‘Don Haskins’ trophy) by, past Chapter President, Ken Martinek an acknowledged long 
term supporter of CSI.  

The Tri-Region Conference provided a unique opportunity to meet and get to know members from CSI Chapters 
ranging from southern California to the Pacific Northwest AND Hawaii. Beginning with the opening, Meet and Greet, 
Welcoming Reception and ending with the Tri-Region closing event we were able to share ideas on the dynamics of 
a CSI Chapter.  

At the very first ‘leadership’ session, I was thrust into learning mode by being selected to act as the President of a 
mock Board meeting. Not only was it very informative; I was coached throughout by experienced representatives of 
those leading the session including a parliamentary procedure “expert.” Although, Bobbi Jo and I were occupied at 
the Leadership Training sessions, I was told that the general sessions were equally as educational and valuable.  
One of the most well received of the general sessions was “Becoming a Trusted Advisor.” 

Throughout the conference, CSI’s mission to “Advance building information management and education of project 
teams to improve facility performance” was tied closely to the information imparted at each educational session. The 
well-crafted leadership training portion of the conference provided new information and ideas for Chapter leadership, 
as well as the opportunity to hear about the challenges faced by Chapters both significantly smaller and larger than 
Phoenix. It was also very encouraging to learn that the Phoenix Chapter has been doing many things that other 
Chapters will be seeking to emulate. Much credit for this goes to the long list of hard working and dedicated past-
Presidents of our Chapter. 

The Conference was quite educational on the procedural aspects of Chapter leadership and provided reminders of 
many ‘best practices’ that I will be incorporating into our Chapter and Board meetings. I was impressed with the num-
ber of great ideas we heard from other Chapter and Regional leaders during the course of the Conference. 

We were also given the privilege of publicizing the upcoming MED|ED conference both verbally to all of the Tri-
Region Leaders and to all of the Conference attendees through placement of information boards at critical events. 
There was a significant show of interest in the Conference that we will need to build upon. 

I am leaving the Conference very energized and looking forward to my upcoming term in office. The value of both the 
training and education aspects of these conferences to our Chapter, I believe, will prove immeasurable. I encourage 
each and every one of you to attend future regional conferences. 

The key take-away from the Tri-Region Conference for me was the genuine nature of all CSI members to make a dif-
ference in the built environment. I am proud to be a member of CSI. 
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Cactus Comments is a monthly publication of Phoenix Chapter, Construction Speci-

fication Institute. CSI Phoenix does not prove, sanction or guarantee the validity or 

accuracy of any date, claim or opinion appearing herein. Re-publication rights are 

granted to CSI and its chapters for original articles printed herein, provided proper 

credits are given. The Phoenix Chapter is incorporated under the laws of the State 

of Arizona and is chartered by the Construction Specifications Institute. 

TRI-REGION CONFERENCE   MAY 13-16, SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

SOUTHWEST, WEST AND NORTHWEST REGIONS 
Ed Galindo, CSI, CDT, AIA, LEED APBD+C, NIBS 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=yp5exaeab&oeidk=a07eb1i96851dbaf0a1C:/Users/Your%20Computer%20Lady/Documents/01%20Clients


2015 Menu

Friday, February 13:  
Lunch Catered by 

Joe’s Real BBQ

Friday, March 13: 
Lunch Catered by 

Buca Di Beppo

Friday, April 10:
Lunch Catered by 

Moki’s Hawaiian Grill

Friday, May 8:
Lunch Catered by 

Macayo’s Mexican Restau-
rant

Friday, June 12:
Lunch Catered by 

Thai Chili

Friday, September 11:
Lunch Catered by 

Joe’s Real BBQ

Friday, October 9:
Lunch Catered by 

Macayo’s Mexican Grill

Friday, November 13:
Lunch Catered by 

Lo Lo’s Chicken and Waffl es

Fridays with ATAS

Please RSVP to Terrie Pickett via emai l :  tpickett@atas.com or phone: (480) 558-7210

Join us for our FREE monthly Architectural Factory 
Tour and Luncheon 

ATAS International’s Manufacturing Plant/
Building Envelope Design Center
419 E Juanita Drive
Mesa, AZ

11:30 AM – 1:30 PM

What:

Where:

Time:

About:
Factory Tour of Architectural Metal Roll Form, 
Brake Form, and Crimp Curving Manufacturing 
process of products for the Sustainable Building 
Envelope (eligible for a 1.5 LU/HSW Credit, AIA/
CES #ATA007)

Architectural Metal Product Knowledge Overview

FREE catered lunch in the Building Envelope De-
sign Center

. . .Lunch on us!
www.atas.com
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JUNE 03 
Norcon Industries/Skyfold, Courtnie, Hartwigsen, 480-
747-5639 
 
1 AIA LU with HSW 
 
“Acoustic Separation Using Motor Driven Operable 
Partitions” 
 
Objectives:  to understand the importance of flexible space 
division; to compare and contrast three types of electrically 
powered partitions; to understand the acoustical 
performance properties; to understand the structural 
considerations of these dynamic systems; and to compare 
overall cost considerations. 
  

JUNE 10
Magnum Companies, Greg Brockman, 602-625-0690 
 
1 AIA LU 
 
“Trends in Architectural Metalwork” 

 The misnomers of using “Cor-Ten” steel 
 Exotic finishes on metal including grain/texture, “blackened” 

steel, powder versus liquid paint, oxidized and oil rubbed 
finishes 

 Shade structure versatility and using vertical shade for form 
and function 

 Designing with sustainable materials and maintaining 
budget. 

JUNE 17 
Longust/Crossville, Shannon Vance, 602-799-4649 
 
1 AIA with HSW, GBCI, IDCEC 
 
“Thin Porcelain” 
 
-Successfully specify Thin Porcelain as a material finish 
-Describe the governing building codes and regulations 
-Explain the occupant and environmental health benefits & 
potential contribution to LEED 
-Analyze the potential cost benefits, efficiency savings & 
environmental impact as it relates to sustainability & 
occupant health 
-Describe the history of porcelain tile through today’s latest 
technology advances. 

JUNE 24
Belgard, Chad Johnson, 602-339-0209 
 
1 AIA LU, 1 PDH for Landscape Architects 
  
“Commercial Use of Interlocking Concrete Pavers” 
 
Learning Objectives: 
-Provide guidance on how pavers can play an integral part in planning 
& space shaping 
-Outline paving principles, which involves clarifying how paver 
systems work and identifying design considerations that influence the 
visual characteristics and design flexibility 
-Review compliance criteria for pavers:  ASTM, ASCE and ADA 
-Highlight specific construction details that are of particular 
importance to the proper installation and long-term performance 

  

PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING SEMINARS:                               
Phoenix 
 o 06/03  Norcon/Skyfold  o Call and remind me at   

 o 06/10  Magnum Companies         o Call and remind me at   

 o 06/17  Longust/Crossville        o Call and remind me at   

 o 06/24  Belgard      o Call and remind me at   

             

NAME(S)       
(limit 3 from one company)     

COMPANY               
   

PHONE 
  

 
RSVP TO THE REFERENCE LIBRARY – Fax 602-297-6613   Phone 602-258-7499 
                                                                    Email   jill@thereferencelibrary.com    or    louise@thereferencelibrary.com 
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JUNE 11 
Scranton Products/ Renco Sales, Mike Padilla, 480-226-8398 
 
1 AIA LU with HSW, 1 GBCI (0920003847) 
 
“Sustainable Locker Materials and Solutions for Every Place 
and Purpose” 
 
We will learn about various material, configuration & hardware 
options for lockers & the different industries in which lockers are 
used.  We will discuss how HDPE physical attributes, composition 
and sustainability contributes to the design & construction of any 
sustainable project.  The design professional will understand the 
role of responsible manufacturing in a product’s life cycle 
assessment and which LEED v4 credits can apply. 
 
  

June 25 
Mapei – FIELD TRIP TO WILKINSON FLOOR COVERING, 3125 
S 52nd St., Tempe, 85282, 602-438-2664, Jennifer Vangen, 602-
814-7025 
 
1 AIA LU with HSW 
 
“Crack Isolation and Sound Control” 
 
We will have an in-depth introduction to the approved industry 
standards for crack isolation and sound control products, how to 
choose the membrane most appropriate for application and how 
to avoid common installation mistakes and failures. 

  
 
 

 
 

 
 
PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING SEMINARS:                               Tempe 
 
 o 06/11  Scranton/Renco o Call and remind me at   

 o 06/25  Field Trip-Mapei o Call and remind me at   

 
 
NAME(S) 

    
  

(limit 3 from one company)     

COMPANY           
   

PHONE 
  

 
RSVP TO THE REFERENCE LIBRARY – Fax 602-297-6613   Phone 602-258-7499 
                                                                    Email   jill@thereferencelibrary.com    or    louise@thereferencelibrary.com 
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JUNE 2015 

 
 

 
JUNE 18 
Marvin/DMI Arizona, Brandon Jordt, 651-686-2425, Phil 
Rousculp, 480-440-9075 
 
1 AIA LU w/HSW (PULFIBER13), 1 GBCI (0090010782)  
 
“Performance Characteristics of Pultruded Fiberglass” 
 
This program focuses on the strength, durability, and thermal 
efficiency of pultruded fiberglass.  It describes manufacturing 
processes and environmental advantages of fiberglass as a 
window and door material. 
 
  
 

 
  
  
 

 
 
PLEASE MAKE RESERVATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING SEMINARS:                           Scottsdale
 
 o 06/18  Marvin/DMI Arizona o Call and remind me at   

 
 
NAME(S) 

    
  

(limit 3 from one company)     

COMPANY           
   

PHONE 
  

 
RSVP TO THE REFERENCE LIBRARY – Fax 602-297-6613   Phone 602-258-7499 
                                                                    Email   jill@thereferencelibrary.com    or    louise@thereferencelibrary.com 
 
 


