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JANUARY MEETING  

www.CSIPhoenix.org 

CSI Building Knowledge,  
Improving Project Delivery  

January 8, 2015  
McGraw -Hill Construction ï Outlook 2015  

Joint Meeting with AIA Central Arizona Chapter  

The November 17/24 2014 Edition of McGraw Hillôs Engineering News-Record ENR 
indicates that the ñRecovery Turns From Tentative to Solidò for 2015. The construction 
industry has been experiencing signs of a recovery, but are challenges still ahead? 

McGraw-Hill Construction has established its unique position to provide knowledgeable 
insight to the economy and the construction industry. Our guest speaker for the  
Thursday, January 8, 2015 lunch meeting will be Cliff Brewis, McGraw-Hill  
Constructionôs Senior Director of Editorial Operations. Mr. Brewis will be providing 
McGraw Hillôs unique perspective of the 2015 construction outlook. 
 
In an effort to ñmake sense of it allò and to help you prepare your business for the near 
future, the program will begin by reviewing the national economy, including a  
discussion on the impact of immediate influences. Mr. Brewis will provide an analysis  
of specific construction segments and review the driving forces behind 
selected sectors of public and private construction. 
 
Mr. Brewis was our guest speaker, to a full house, last January with a 
forecast that was not as promising as the upcoming one in 2015 holds 
for us. Make plans to join us for one of the more engaging programs of 
the year. 
 
List 4 educational objectives to be covered in the presentation: 
1. Understanding of the current economy and its impact on the construction industry 
2. Understanding of other current influences and their impact on the construction  
       industry 
3. Analysis of specific construction segments and their relative position in the market 
4. Review of driving forces behind selected public and private construction sectors 
 
Cost  
Members:  Free 
Non-Members:  $25 
 
Time  
11:00 AM Registration/Networking  
11:30 AM Introductions/Chapter Business 
12:00 PM Presentation  
12:50 PM Closing Remarks 
 
Location  
DoubleTree Suites 
320 North 44th Street 
Phoenix, AZ 

Reservations can be made by online at:  

http://tinyurl.com/CSIPhoenixJanuary2015 

- OR-   

Louise Rehse at 602-258-7499 or Louise@TheReferenceLibrary.com   

http://www.csiphoenix.org/
http://tinyurl.com/CSIPhoenixJanuary2015
mailto:Louise@thereferencelibrary.com
http://i2.wp.com/csiphoenix.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/New-Picture-1.png


By:  T.J. Valdez, CSI , The Twenty-One Tech Company, Inc. 
 

As 2014 comes to an end and 2015 dawns before us, it is only natural to take a look at the horizon to see what 
the next year will bring. Perhaps most exciting for your chapter is the renewed commitment I just received from  
a handful of our most respected Arizona spec writers. Iôve teased the fact that we may be coming out with some 
sort of program to help those that have recently been tasked with writing specs for their firms. Well with our  
professors just about nailed down, it looks like weôre one step closer to making that a reality. The details havenôt 
been fleshed out yet, but hereôs the idea: 
 
Your firm is one of the many who, rather than (or as a complement to) having an  
in-house spec writer or hiring a spec consultant, relies on its PMôs or PAôs to write the 
specs for their own projects. If this is a new role for you, you may feel a little intimidated 
or overwhelmed. Although you know how to read and understand the specs, writing 
them is a whole new ballgame.  You may be feeling a littleé 

 

But donôt worry! Your firm has MasterSpec and thatôs all you 
need in life, right? Right???? And then youôre hit with substitution requests, prior  
approvals (Wait, thereôs a difference?!?), submittals, change orders, the kitchen sink, 
andé.now you want to pull your hair out. 
 
Whether youôre a rep, a GC, a subcontractor, a new spec writer, or an old hand at 
this, the plan is create a course of classes that will help you understand all of this 

better and help you do your job more effectively. So how can you help us help  you? Shoot me an email and let 
me know that you want to help create the curriculum. You get to have a say in what youôll be learning about. You 
can email me with suggestions, with burning questions with which youôve been wrestling (Please keep it on 
topic. I donôt know what that rash is or where it came from!) or just a quick note that youôd like to participate in 
the meetings that will shape and define these classes. 
 
And after youôve taken the classes that youôve helped design and youôre kicking tail 
at your job? 
 

Happy holidays, everyone! 
 

TJ Valdez, CSI 
CSI Phoenix Chapter President 
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mailto:tjv@twenty1tec.com
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eaa87ist1a55a72f&oseq=&c=&ch=


By:  Tim Garver, CSI, CDT, LEED AP, MPI ACT, MPI ACS, Affiliate Member AIA Arizona , Dunn Edwards Paints 
 
 

On December 11th, CSI Phoenix Chapter  
members and guests attended the holiday 
party held at the Phoenix Zoo and enjoyed 
the annual presentation of Zoolights.   
 
What is ZooLights?  Take a look at the  
photos below! 
  
The party location was at the Podd Ramada 
near Lemur Island.  The food and drink was 
very good. Everyone had a good time. It was 
an enjoyable and beautiful night! 
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