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JANUARY 9th MONTHLY MEETING  

www.CSIPhoenix.org 

CSI Building Knowledge,  
Improving Project Delivery  

McGraw -Hill Construction  
Outlook 2014  

Welcome members of the following  
organizations who are joining us for this meeting!  

Arizona Builders Alliance (ABA)  
Associated Builders & Contractors (ABC) 
Associated General Contractors (AGC) 

Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) 

Description of Presentation  
The construction industry is beginning to show stronger signs of a recovery but  
challenges still cloud the picture. Is the construction industry in the midst of a strong 
upturn or will it continue to muddle along? McGraw-Hill Construction is in a unique  
position to provide knowledgeable insight to the economy and the construction  
industry. 

Speaker  
Cliff Brewis, McGraw-Hill Constructionôs Senior Director of Editorial  
Operations, will provide McGraw Hillôs unique perspective of the 2014 
construction outlook. 

In an effort to ñmake sense of it allò and to help your prepare your  
business for the near future, the program will begin by reviewing the  
national economy including a discussion on the impact of immediate  
influences. Mr. Brewis will provide an analysis of specific construction 

segments and review the driving forces behind selected sectors of public and  
private construction. 

Educational Objectives  

¶ Understanding of the current economy and its impact on the construction industry. 

¶ Understanding of other current influences, and their impact on the  
construction industry. 

¶ Analysis of specific construction segments and their relative position in the market. 

¶ Review of driving forces behind selected public and private construction sectors.  

 

 

Time  

10:45 am to 11:45 am ï Board Meeting 
11:30 am to 12:00 noon ï Registration/ Networking 
12:00 noon to 1:30 pm ï Lunch 
12:00 noon to 12:30 pm ï Introductions, Chapter Business 
12:30 pm to 1:20 pm ï Presentation 
1:20 pm to 1:30 pm ï Closing remarks  
 
Cost  
Members:  Free               Non-Members:  $25 

Reservations can be made by online at: http://tinyurl.com/CSIJanuary2014    

OR  
Louise Rehse at 602-258-7499 or Louise@TheReferenceLibrary.com   

 

Publication  
deadline for the  
February 2014  
 issue of the  

Phoenix Chapter  
Newsletter is  

January 15, 2014  

http://www.csiphoenix.org/
http://www.abc.org/
http://www.agc.org/
http://tinyurl.com/CSIJanuary2014
mailto:Louise@thereferencelibrary.com


 
Speaker Bio  
Cliff Brewis, Honorary AIACC, is the Senior Director - Editorial Operations at McGraw-Hill  
Construction/Dodge.  Mr. Brewis is part of the management team responsible for the  
newsgathering operations in the Dodge Division of McGraw-Hill. He is also involved in  
customer support functions and is a frequent speaker on construction forecast. Mr. Brewis  
has worked for McGraw Hill for over 30 years in sales, planning and operations.  Cliff is a  
graduate in Economics from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor and has an MBA from  
American University in Washington D.C. 
 

WELCOME TO THE FOLLOWING ORGANIZATIONS  
THAT ARE JOINING US FOR THE JANUARY MEETING!  

 
Arizona Builders Alliance (ABA)  

Associated Builders & Contractors (ABC) 
 Associated General Contractors (AGC) 

Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) 
 
 

Arizona Builders Alliance (ABA)  www.azbuilders.org 
 
With offices in Phoenix and Tucson representing more than 250  
contractors, suppliers, and professional service firms serving the needs of 
the commercial and industrial construction industry.  The ABAôs purpose is 
to lead members and the construction industry to greater productivity and 

profitability  through management education, apprenticeship and craft training programs, networking and  
business development and government relations.  
 
 
 
Associated Builders and Contractors (ABC)      www.azbuilders.org 
 

 
 
 
Associated General Contractors (AGC) www.azagc.org 
 
 

 
Construction Financial Management Association:   www.vos.cfma.org/home 
The Valley of the Sun Chapter of Construction Financial Management Association (CFMA) is 
a broad based organization of professionals committed to serving the construction industry.   
We are dedicated to member service by providing a forum for the exchange of ideas and a 
source of educational programs directed to their specific needs.  We strive to invest in our 
community through involvement in industry related issues and charitable endeavors.    

 

JANUARY PROGRAM  

 

REGISTER NOW for the January meeting  
   http://tinyurl.com/CSIJanuary2014   

http://www.abc.org/
http://www.agc.org/
http://www.azbuilders.org/
http://www.azbuilders.org/
http://www.azagc.org/
http://vos.cfma.org/home
http://tinyurl.com/CSIJanuary2014


 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

                                                               By:  Brian McClure, CSI, CDT 

Happy Holidays!  

Yes, we're hitting the email early to make sure everyone gets the January meeting in their calendars as it will 

possibly be the week that most of us return from vacation and the holiday break!  The meeting looks to be a 

great start to the year as we are joining other organizations and hope to have an attendance in excess of  

100 people! 

Last month, I gave a brief overview of the Fiscal Year 2014 mid-term status.  This month I will give more details 

and provide an update on the Board's progress this fiscal year, which began July 1st.  I will start with the good 

news first. 

BUDGET:  So far, our overall expenses have been less than budgeted and our income has been better than 

anticipated. 

DUES:  In December, the Board voted to LOWER the Chapter dues for Fiscal Year 2015.  The decrease is $25 

per year, effective with new members and renewals after July 1, 2014.  The date for the dues change  

corresponds with the Institute's fiscal year schedule.  If your renewal is scheduled prior to the change date, you 

will see the savings with your renewal dues the following year.  Based on our current operations, we are not 

expecting the reduction to impact any services, programs or our accounts.  We will monitor the change and  

will make adjustments in Fiscal Year 2016, if needed. 

CHAPTER POLICY HANDBOOK: The handbook has been revised and is still in review by the Board and 

Chairs.  In December we made some advancement by approving the initial sections that detail the roles of each  

committee within the Chapter.  We will hopefully tackle expenditures in January. 

The intent of the handbook is to not only provide written guidance and history of what the chapter has done for 

operations but to provide a document for those persons that are curious as to what the Board does and the 

roles and responsibilities of each Board member.  The Handbook will provide detailed guidance beyond and 

within Chapter Bylaws. 

CONFERENCES:  The Southwest Regional Conference will be in El Paso, Texas on May 15-17, 2014.  It is a 

close location, let's see if we can make a good showing and run for the Arcadia Cup!  Mark your calendars for 

2015 as well.  The Region has approved moving forward with the West, Southwest and Northwest Regions  

joining for a Tri-Region Conference in San Diego, May 13-16, 2015 at the Hilton Mission Bay Hotel. 

COMMITTEES:  I will provide a brief summary of primary groups. 

ACADEMIC:  Robin Goetz is working closely and has identified some courses that we could develop for ASU.  

If you are interested in getting more details, please contract Robin, she would gladly accept any help she  

can get. 

PROGRAMS:  Half-way through the year and programs are going great, with great feedback! 

MEDIA COMMUNICATIONS:  Tim Garver and Pamela Bir continue to do a wonderful job with the newsletter 

and website.  Would you believe that only half of our website traffic comes from Phoenix?  OK, that doesn't  

include the outlying metro cities, but we are getting traffic from across the US and even some international  

traffic.  Over 500 hits from New York, Boston, Dallas and LA.  Contact Tim for advertising on the website or  

newsletter!  There is a price range for any budget! 

CERTIFICATION:  Still waiting for official results of the fall certifications to be posted by Institute. 



 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!!!!  
CONTACT:  TIM GARVER AT tim.garver@dunnedwards.com 

The Membership Committee would like to welcome our list of 2013 new members and returning members to the 
Phoenix Chapter: 
 
Christopher Lang  Filippo Davi   Cassandra Mehan  Simon Roberts 
John Lund   Kenneth Guest  Robin Goetz   Dennis Keane 
Sheila Cook   Elizabeth Norris  Duane Miles   Neil Feaser 
James Harris   Canan DôAvela  Steven Carter   Joe Hornstrom 
Karen Hill   Tracey Joslin   Bryan Ninneman  Sasha King  
 
We would also like to take a moment to thank ALL of the members for their support as members, committee 
chairs, board members.  A special thank you to Louise Rehse for everything she does behind the scenes that 
we don't see but truly appreciate.  Our membership low was 123 for 2013 and our current is 127.  I personally 
feel that the economy will continue to pick up and members will return to the benefits of building a better Arizona 
with the CSI Phoenix Chapter. 
 
Happy Holidays!  
Bobbi Jo Huskey, Membership Chair, 2nd Vice President  

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS  

FUNDRAISING:  Jeremy Gustafson has set a date for the annual golf tournament and we are again at Vistal 

Golf Club on April 25, 2014.  See Jeremy regarding sponsorships! 

MEMBERSHIP:  Is down from the years past but we are holding steady around 130 members. 

TECHNICAL:    The committee is looking to find an acceptable sensor for their heat study research.  Testing is 

expected to be in place for this summer.  Contact TJ Valdez if you are interested in participating or have a  

project that would be a good candidate for the testing. 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT:  Richard Vullo is doing a wonderful job since he has become Chair.  Aside 

from the CDT training already completed, the Skytrain Tour was a popular success.  Last month's  

Procrastinator's Ball instigated by Jim Daniels had a low attendance but was deemed a success for those that 

attended as well as the presenters and sponsors.  It looks like it will return next year as we continue to develop 

and refine the need and courses. 

The future is also bright with more CDT training, a Designer's Code Academy, some ñLet's Get Dirtyò events and 

possibly a tour! 

The bad news is, I have no bad news!  The Chapter, Board and Committees are doing wonderful.  I promise 

under my watch that we will not be complacent on our status and will always look for improvement.  Do you 

have a suggestion, comment or any feedback?  Feel free to send it along! 

One question for you - how are you improving CSI? 

May you, your family, your friends, and even your office be well during the holidays and through the  

following year! 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 

Brian 

mailto:tim.garver@dunnedwards.com


 

CSI PHOENIX CHAPTERðNOVEMBER MONTHLY MEETING 
A BREAK FROM THE USUAL...  

As we were seated for dinner, using our nom de plume, we were made aware of a murder 
that had occurred in our midst. While we enjoyed our three course dinner, the  
unpredictable and funny mystery unfolded. We all assisted in unraveling the dastardly 

deed to find, much to our surprise, that one of us was the GUILTY ONE!!  
Did Maynard Blumer FINALLY resort to violence???  
 
 

Captain Morgan (Gary Campbell) and Wyoming Slim  
(Brian McClure) introduced the evening event. 

 
 
 

 
 

Being greeted  
by our hosts. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The evening unfoldsé 
 

                  Thereôs been a murderé             A wide-eyed Joey Bag óo Doughnuts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The deceasedéMaynard Blumer (tan coat) looks onéa clue? 



The two detectives spring into actioné    
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

A female suspecté?   
Teri Hand is her given name,    

CSI Phoenix Chapter Treasurer. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A male suspecté?  Wyoming Slim, aka Brian McClure.   
CSI Phoenix Chapter President. 

 

In the endé 
 

 
 

It was neither Teri, Brian or Maynard Blumer. 
 

 
 

and, it wasnôt the cheer coach on the left. 
 
 
 
 

 

So who dunnit?  Weôll never tell. 
 

Everyone had a great time!  


