
Monthly Chapter Meeting  

The March Chapter Meeting will be held on 

Thursday, March 11,  2010 . Check-in and 

Networking begins at 11:30 a.m. Lunch and 

Program will begin at 12:00 p.m. The meet-

ing will be held at the Radisson Hotel 

Phoenix City Center, 3600 N. 2nd Avenue, 

Phoenix, AZ 85013 (602 -604-4900). For 

reservations, call 602 -258-7499 by March 

8th at noon.  Cost is $25.00 for non -

members (cash or check only), free to CSI 

members. This monthôs program is 

ñImagine The Futureò. Guest speaker is 

_____________.  

Monthly Technical Meeting  

If you would like to join the CSI Technical 
Committee, the next meeting is Tuesday, 
March 16, 2010 from Noon until 1:00 p.m. 
(bring your own lunch ), at HDR, Inc., 3200 
E. Camelback Rd., Suite 250, Phoenix, AZ 
85018; 602-522-7700.  The topic of discus-
sion is the Building Envelope.  
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M A R C H  2 0 1 0  C S I  P H O E N I X  N E W S L E T T E R  PUBLICATION  
DEADLINES 

 
Publication deadline for 
the April 2010 issue of 
the Phoenix Chapter 
Newsletter is March 23, 
2010.  
 
Articles and items of in-
terest should be submit-
ted to Darlene Moore at 
dablmo@hotmail.com or 
Alex Devereux at adeve-
reux@itt-tech.edu.  
 
We welcome member 
articles and ideas/
suggestions. 

DO YOU HAVE AN INTERESTING PRODUCT  
WORTHY OF A DESIGN COMPETITION?  

 
 
The CSI Phoenix Chapter is seeking a Featured Product  Sponsor for 
the 2010 Imagination Cube Design  Competition.  
 
 

For additional details, please contact CSI Phoenix Chapter I -Cube 
Chairman, Tim Garver, CDT, CSI, LEED AP; 602.714.7280 or  

tim.garver@dunnedwards.com  or Mark Roddy, AIA at SmithGroup; 
602.265.2200. 

mailto:dablmo@hotmail.com
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mailto:adevereux@itt-tech.edu
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C S I  P H O E N I X  

OQDRHCDMS½R LDRR@FD 
By President, Jay Norton  

For the second month in a row Iôd like to put a 
plug in for our annual CSI Golf Tournament, 
the proceeds of which go towards our Scholar-
ship Fund.  Dave Spice is once again heading 
this effort and is looking for sponsors.  Please 
contact him at DAS Products, 480-838-0821 or 
dspice@dasproducts.com   Our Scholarship 
Fund, managed by the Ken Lockhart Founda-
tion is one of our most worthy efforts and I urge 
each of you to support it.  Especially in tough 
economic times such as these it is important to 
be a sponsor or donor.  If your company canôt 
do that, at least sign up to play a round of golf 
and bring a client.  
 
Last month I also urged everyone to support 
AIA Arizona in ECO Month.  Well itôs March 
and we are now IN ECO Month.  This weekend 
is the first of four major events.  They are: 
 

Where We Live  
Green Home Tour & Lecture  
March 6, 2010 
1:00 P.M. - 2:00 P.M. 
Green Street Development 
319 W. Virginia Ave. 
Phoenix, AZ 
RSVP to diana@aia-arizona.org 
20 Steps to Living Green 

 
Where We Work  
Green Office Tour & Lecture  
March 12, 2010 
12:30p.m. 
Gensler 
Collier Center 
201 E. Washington Street, Suite 750 
Phoenix AZ  85004 
RSVP to diana@aia-arizona.org 
 
Where We Shop  
Green Shopping Tour & Lecture  
March 20, 2010 
11:00a.m. 
Community Food Connections 
Phoenix Public Market 
(NE Corner of Central Ave. & Pierce St., Phoe-

nix) 
RSVP to diana@aia-arizona.org 
20 Steps to Shopping Green 
 
Where We Learn  
In the final week of Eco Month 2010, AIA Ari-
zona Committee on the Environment members 
will be presenting to local elementary school 
children on what they can do to "Walk the 
Walk."  Students will learn steps they can take 
to help their schools become more sustainable, 
as well as information they can take home to 
encourage their parents to be eco friendly. 10 
Steps to Greening Your School 

 

For Architects these events are a must.  For 
product reps this is a great opportunity to take 
clients or potential clients and to show them 
your product(s) already installed and òat workò.  
If you canôt do that just attend and you will 
most likely get new ideas for ways of using 
your product in a ñGreen Building. 
 
You may contact  Tina, tina@aia-arizona.org , 
Diana, diana@aia-arizona.org , Charnissa, 
charnissa@aia-arizona.org or Alex, alexan-
dra@aia-arizona.org for further details or, just 
call any of them at 602-252-4200.  AIA Archi-
tects please volunteer to help during any of 
these events.  Who knows you may meet 
someone who will be a potential client.   
 
These are some great events planned to in-
form the public on everything from environ-
mental products and concerns, to ñGreen 
Buildingsò to LEED to what sustainability really 
means. 
 
Last but not least I also mentioned last month 
that CSI Phoenix has officially joined The 
Presidentôs Group here in Arizona.  One of the 
services they perform is to send out to all 
members resumes of anyone in a group who is 
looking for a job and to advertise those who 
are looking for employees.  If you fall into either 
category, send your resume/request to: Jamie 
Strecker, 602-824-5332, 
JStrecker@FMSolutions.net and she will send 

(Continued on page 3) 
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ñ... CSI Phoenix 

has officially 

joined The 

Presidentôs Group 

here in Arizona. 

...ò    
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it out to all Presidentôs Group member firms/
organizations.  Just identify yourself as a member of 
CSI Phoenix. 
 
One last item for you who are interested in some 
Professional Education.  CSI will conduct a series of 
3 Webinars the month entitled, ñAnatomy of a Speci-
ficationò  They will be held March 16

th
, March 23

rd
 

and March 30
th
.  It costs $150 for all three but the 

information that you will receive is worth far more 
than the fee. You can go to the CSI National Web 
Site to Register and get more information. 
 
See you at our luncheon meeting on Thursday, 
March 11

th 
at 11:30 A.M. 

 
 
jay norton 
CSI Phoenix 

President 2009-2010 

 
About the President:   Jay Norton, Associate AIA, 
CSI CDT, SAME, LEED-AP recently retired as the 
Specifier for HDR Architecture here in Phoenix. Pre-
viously he held similar positions at Architectural Re-
source Team and BPLW Architects & Engineers (now 
WH Pacific). Jay previously spent 21 years in the 
United States Air Force and is a Retired Lt Colonel 
and Command Pilot with over 5,000 flying hours in a 
variety of aircraft including the A -26 CounterInvader 
and the A-10 Thunderbolt II. Jay holds Bachelor of 
Design and a Master of Architecture degrees from 
ASU and is a Desert Botanical Garden Certified De-
sert Landscaper. He is currently pursuing becoming 
an Arizona Master Watershed Steward. Jay has been 
a Professional member of CSI since 1989 and 
though retired, his interest in CSI has not dimin-
ished. You may e-mail Jay at nimrodj@cox.net.  

(Continued from page 2) 

Chapter Meeting Topic Synopsis  

An important function of The Construction Specification Instituteôs local Phoenix 
Chapter, is to recognize and honor both the Imagination Cube 09 and Future City 09/10 
CSI award recipients.  

The Imagination Cube award recognizes imaginative investigation and creative 
design that explore the potential of a building(s).  A different building product/
manufacturer is chosen each year from within the CSIòs membership and the companies 
they represent.  The 2009 product/material sponsor was BEMO USA. The award recipi-
ents are Luis Cruz-Martinez and Brie Smith.  Both Luis and Brie will share their award 
winning submittal project, ñStationary Movement or How I Learn to Stop Worrying and 
Love the Hyper Cube.ò  

The Future City Competition is a national program sponsored by the engineering com-
munity to promote technological literacy and engineering to middle school students. The 
program fosters an interest in math, science, and engineering through hands-on, real 
world applications.  The award recipients are from Villa de Paz School which is in the 
Pendergast Elementary School District.  The award winning team will also be sharing 
their presentation project ñParadisul.ò  

mailto:nimrodj@cox.net
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Technical Committee -  Survey Questions 

and Responses  

Recently the CSI Technical Committee released a survey related to the building envelope.  Our intent was to 
utilize the results of the survey to define some priorities, establish a direction, and to define the method people 
wanted to see the findings.  The first question was to determine what type of a role the responder had regarding 
the building envelope and if there were issues that stood out for some groups compared to others.  This article 
will provide the results of the questionnaire, along with some insight based on the responses from the 
individualôs role.   
 
The initial survey was released to approximately 920 individuals, with the lists coming mainly through some key 
industry organizations, such as CSI.  This list was reduced by nearly 200 through invalid email addresses or 
responses indicating that they were not involved in dealing with the building envelope.  We received nearly 170 
valid responses (23%) to the survey. 
 
The initial question was used to isolate the individual roles for the responders.  The following chart provides the 
overall percentage results. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Architect / 

Designer
57%Structural 

Engineer
4%

Mechanical 

Engineer
2%

Owner / 
Facilities 
Manager

12%

Consultant 

(LEED, 
Energy 

Modeler, 
Envelope)

5%

Product 

Representa
tive

6%

Other
14%

What is your primary role when 
addressing Building Enclosure 

items?

* 168 total completed 
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Technical Committee -  Survey Questions 

and Responses  

 

In order of majority responders, the roles break down as follows: 
96 Architect/Designers 
20 Building Owners/Facilities Managers 
11 Product Reps 
8 Consultants 
6 Structural Engineers 
4 Mechanical Engineers 
23 Others (16 of these responders were contractors) 

 
The following chart indicates the importance of various building enclosure subjects. 
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Technical Committee -  Survey Questions 

and Responses  

Vapor Retarders/Barriers, Roofing and Energy Codes were the highest ranked subjects.  It was also 
determined that adequate information has been provided for roofing and building insulation for 53% and 
43% of the respondents, respectively, for the highest percentages. 
 
Building envelope callback subjects were also asked.  Here we were able to see some response 
variations.  Roofing leads the callbacks at 36%, but for the Building Owners/Facility Managers is at 65% 
and Consultants are at 25%.   
 
Fenestration callbacks are at 5% for an overall average, however the fenestration for the Consultant 
(25%) and Mechanical Engineer (50%) is substantially more important to address.  It should also be 
noted that the percentages for these two roles will be more affected, as there were only eight and four 
respondents, respectively. 
 
Expansion Joint/Sealant callbacks average 11%, but 50% for the Structural Engineers.  Vapor 
Retarders/Barriers get 8% of the callbacks, but this is 28% for Product Reps and 25% for Consultants.  
Energy Codes average 7%, but for Product Repôs it was 18% and for Mechanical Engineers it was 25%. 
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Air Barriers
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Vapor Retarders/Barriers
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Flashing

15%

Energy Codes
7%

Wall Construction & 

Energy Performance
8%

Expansion 

Joints/Sealants
11%

Others

8%

Which one of the building enclosure subjects listed have you 
received the most callbacks from clients regarding a problem?
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Technical Committee -  Survey Questions 

and Responses  

On a scale of 1 to 5, Air Barriers, Vapor Retarders/Barriers, and Energy Codes were the highest 
ranking for the most difficult to specify and design at or near 3.0. 
 
The following chart identifies the areas in Arizona that have increased importance.  I do not 
believe it is coincidental that the importance is based on the more populated areas.  If the 
respondent selected a 4 or 5 importance factor for ñOtherò, a separate question was asked for 
the location.  The seven respondents who selected ñOther,ò five indicated that the Hopi/Navajo 
Reservation was of greater importance. 
 
Half of the respondents wanted to see a collection of short articles on a variety of building 
enclosure subjects compiled into a single publication, a third wanted to see the articles released 
over a period of time.  Classes and Seminars led the ñOtherò format requests. 
 
A slight majority of respondents wanted to be introduced to new technologies (51%) compared to 
reviewing and explaining current, proven building envelope technologies (49%).  This was driven 
by the majority of respondents in the Architect/Designer and Others categories looking at new 
technologies at 56% and 65%, respectively.  The desire for new technologies dropped drastically 
after these with 35% of Building Owners/Facility Managers as the next highest percentage. 
 
Specific design applications (details, performance, and material capabilities) were favored at 
70% over general rules and guidelines. 
 
8% were familiar with WUFI, a moisture design software program developed by the Oak Ridge 
National Laboratories (ORNL) and Germanyôs Fraunhofer Institute of Bauphysics (IBP); 
however, 68% were interested in learning about WUFI.  No other moisture software was used by 
the respondents. 
 
49% of the respondents were familiar with COMCheck, a software program developed by the US 
Department of Energy (DOE).  This consisted of 66% for Architects/Designers and 100% of the 
Mechanical Engineers.  20% have used COMCheck on a project and 70% would be interested in 
learning more about the program. 

 
Several different wall systems were listed to identify on which respondents desired to 
gain additional knowledge.  The following graph lists the wall assemblies and their score 
on a scale of 1 to 5, with 5 being of great importance. 
 
 
 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
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Technical Committee -  Survey Questions 

and Responses  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Glazed Curtain Walls ranked the highest.  The following list shows those assemblies with highest rankings 
overall: 

CMU Assemblies 

Assemblies on Metal Studs 

Insulated Concrete Forms 

Precast Concrete Insulated Panels 
 
The results of the survey were a little surprising to me.  There were several items in each question that 
scored high; however, no ñsmoking gunò stood out.  On the opposite side, itôs nice to see the broad based 
responses and desires of the construction industry that need to be addressed.  The Technical Committee 
will be meeting to define a direction for this information and how we can best serve the industry. 
 
The Technical Committee meets monthly on the second Tuesday of the month.  If you would like to 
contribute to the development of the information, please contact Tim Garver, the Technical Committee 
Chairman.  Tim can be reached at (480) 736-7126. 

(Continued from page 7) 


